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Twenty years ago on 27 January with law no. 211 of 20 July 2000 Italy instituted the celebration 
of Remembrance Day.  It was the day in 1945 that concentration camp at Auschwitz was 
liberated, thanks to Soviet troops. From that moment on emotions pertaining to the subject 
began to intensify more and more in addition to absurd revisionist and even negationist 
movements that came into existence. The best way to curb these phenomena was to create a 
dialogue between Holocaust survivors and young people, especially those in schools. Some very 
courageous people retraced their suffering in an effort to generate deep empathy with them In 
this short text, however, we will attempt to commemorate one of those survivors who in the 
course of his life never spoke of the drama of his imprisonment in a death camp. 

In November 2019 the President of the Sant'Agata dei Goti Tourist Office, Professor Claudio 
Lubrano was contacted by the historian and director of the Shoah Museum, Marcello Pezzetti. 
The historian made a request to obtain biographical information on one Carmine Iannotta (1916 
– 1992). The discovery of some remarkable documents enabled the reconstruction of the 
horrendous exodus the citizen of Sant’Agata was faced with from 1941 to 1945. The most 
impressive key document was a list of patients at the hospital in Auschwitz establishedby the 
Russians after their liberation. Therein, Professor Pezzetti found the name of Carmine Iannotta; 
his personal details were written in the following way: Janota Karmine 1916 residing in via 
Palmentata, Sant'Agata dei Goti.  

Carmine Iannotta was born 28 August 1916 in Sant'Agata de'Goti in the locality of Palmentata. 
After a difficult youth due to poverty and the socio-political context of the time, he volunteered 
for service as a petty officer apprentice together with 3 of his brothers. Realizing that he was not 
made for military life, he obtained a discharge in December 1937 in order to devote himself to 
his agricultural activities. 

 After having escaped several compulsory war convocations, he was denounced and convicted in 
December 1941. After an initial period of imprisonment in Salerno he was taken by the Germans 
on 20 September 1943 and moved to the military prison of Peschiera del Garda. Two days later, 
he was transferred (as a political-military prisoner) and his name was entered in the records of 
Dachau extermination camp in Bavaria. His serial number was 53882.  

On 6 January 1944 he was deported to Poland and imprisoned in the Majanek-Lubino camp. 
Several months later he arrived at Auschwitz. The information on his file ended with the serial 
number 183105, which was tattooed on his left arm. Shortly after the camps were liberated, his 
left leg was amputated, due to an infection. He didn’t return home until July 1945. Documents 
from the military district of Benevento of 30 July 1945 attest to this. 



   

 The following year he married Margherita Grasso with whom he had 11 children. He spent his 
life dedicating himself to life on the farm and his family. Except for rare moments of anger, he 
never spoke of his horrendous experience. He tried to leave it behind forever. Carmine's already 
poor health, no doubt due also to his tragic experiences in the camps, was further compromised 
and he died, attended to by his large family on 4 December 1992.  

We will never know if the desire to silence his drama was due to the trauma of the experience or 
rather to a genuine lack of awareness as to what was truly taking place. One hypothesis does not 
exclude the other; however, it is important to consider the suffering of a human being, who 
similar to many other men and women, suffered in solitude from the infinite cruelty of other 
individuals of his own species.  

This remarkable discovery has aroused deep emotion: the Tourist Office of Sant'Agata, already 
very sensitive to issues such as this has , with the help of other institutions such as the Museum 
of the Shoah and the Online University Giustino Fortunato, committed to celebrating the memory 
of Carmine. An event will culminate in the inauguration of a small space with an olive tree and 
commemorative plaque in honor of the man from Sant’Agata. The hope is to succeed in 
commemorating voices similar to Carmine’s, those silenced by suffering that absolutely deserves 
to be reinvoked, for it is only through the memory of pain that human solidarity can truly 
acknowledge itself. 

 

 


